CHAPTER XII

Since the days of the canonized rulers of Hungary,
Bohemia, Russia, and France, there have been no sover-
eigns of the Old World who have been so distinguished
for their piety and for the fervor of their religious belief
as the present Emperors of Germany and Austria, for they
both take very seriously to heart their official and liturgical
designation as the Anointed of the Lord.

It is no mere cant or hypocrisy in their case, but a pro-
found belief in the teachings of the Scripture in which
they truly believe is to be found the most powerful
bulwark of the throne against the ever rising tide of de-
mocracy, and the fundamental basis of the entire monarchi-
cal system. Save for this, their manifestations of Christi-
anity may be said to differ.

Francis-Joseph, now in the eventide of a singularly sad
and stormy life, and of a reign that was inaugurated by a
most sanguinary civil war, reminds one, in spite of the
hereditary title of "Apostolic Majesty" conferred upon his
forbears by the Papacy, of nothing so much as of the pub-
lican of the parable going up to the temple to pray, so
deep and unaffected is the humility with which he ap-
proaches the altar or kneels at the priedieu in the chapel
of his palace, or beside the tombs of those most near and
dear to him.

Emperor William's piety, while equally fervent, does
not give one the same idea of self-abasement in the sight
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